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Dear Dr. Werner,

I am reaching out, given your research expertise, to request any information you may be able to
provide on the impact of minimum staffing requirements on patient outcomes, including mortality
rates, in nursing homes.

On April 22, 2024, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) finalized a new rule
that will, for the first time, set a national floor for minimum staffing requirements in nursing
homes.! The rule requires that Medicare and Medicaid-certified nursing home facilities meet a
minimum staffing ratio of 0.55 hours of registered nurse (RN) care per patient per day and 2.45
hours of nurse aide (NA) care per patient per day, as well as an overall total of 3.48 hours of nurse
care per patient per day.? In addition, the new standards require that all nursing homes have at
least one registered nurse on site 24 hours per day, 7 days a week.?

On April 30, 2024, the House Energy and Commerce Committee considered legislation that would
prevent CMS “from implementing or enforcing” this new staffing rule.* On May 14, members of
the House introduced a Congressional Review Act (CRA) resolution attempting to repeal the rule.’
On May 23, the American Health Care Association and the National Center for Assisted Living
(AHCA/NCAL), joined by LeadingAge, filed a lawsuit against CMS over it.® And on June 5,
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another CRA resolution to overturn the rule was introduced in the Senate.’” Congress could vote on
this CRA as soon as July 8.

I am writing to ask if you are able to provide my office with additional information on the impact
of the CMS minimum staffing rule on patient outcomes. Given your expertise on the “effect of
health care policies and delivery systems on quality of care,”® your extensive research on nursing
home reform and nursing home staffing levels,’ and your exploration of the impact of Medicare
performance measures on mortality rates,'® I am particularly interested in any information you are
able to prepare on the impact of the new CMS rule on nursing home resident mortality.

To better inform my office as this CRA vote approaches, I’d appreciate any such information by
July 5, 2024.

Sincerely,
Elizabgth Warren
United States Senator
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