Congress of the United States
Washington, BE 20513

January 26, 2025

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Trump:

We write to ask about your Administration’s plan to lower food prices for American families.
Americans, in the first days of your new presidency, are facing egg shortages amidst an avian flu
outbreak and still-high prices at the grocery store.' During your campaign, you repeatedly
promised you would lower food prices “immediately” if elected president.? But during your first
week of office you have instead focused on mass deportations and pardoning January 6 attackers,
including those who assaulted Capitol police officers.’ Your sole action on costs was an
executive order that contained only the barest mention of food prices, and not a single specific
policy to reduce them.* You have tools you can use to lower grocery costs and crack down on
corporate profiteering, and we write to ask if you will commit to using those tools to make good
on your promises to the American people.

On the campaign trail, you repeatedly promised to make food more affordable for Americans.
During your nomination acceptance speech at the Republican National Convention you vowed to
“drive down prices and make America affordable again” “starting on Day 1.”° The next month
you promised “when I win, I will immediately bring prices down, starting on day one.”® After the
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election you told the press, “I won on groceries.”” However, you seem to be backtracking on
these promises as you are taking office. In the leadup to inauguration, you equivocated on
grocery prices, saying “it’s hard to bring things down once they’re up. You know, it’s very
hard.”® And while you have gestured towards the need to lower food prices by ordering
executive agencies to deliver “emergency price relief,” your executive order on the topic gave
American families no clarity on how you would actually do so.’

To make food more affordable, you should look to the dominant food and grocery companies
that have made record profits on the backs of working families who have had to pay higher
prices. These companies often exploit crises like pandemics and avian flu outbreaks as an
opportunity to raise prices beyond what is needed to cover rising costs. For example, last year a
Kroger executive admitted in federal court that the company raised the price of eggs and milk
“significantly higher than the cost of inflation” in the years following the COVID-19 pandemic."
In 2023, a federal court found that the country’s largest egg producers had engaged in a price-
fixing conspiracy in the mid-2000s."" Major beef, poultry, and potato producers have similarly
been accused of or admitted to price-fixing."

Egg producers and grocery stores may leverage the current avian flu outbreak as an opportunity
to further constrain supply or hike up egg prices to increase profits.”> The country’s largest egg
producer Cal-Maine reported a significant jump in gross profits between the first and second
quarters of fiscal year 2025 while hiking the price of eggs.'* Cal-Maine’s CEO acknowledged
that the company’s higher-than-estimated net income for Q2 “reflect[s] higher market prices,
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which have continued to rise this fiscal year as supply levels of shell eggs have been restricted.”"
Translation: the egg company and its shareholders are making higher profits while Americans
shell out more for grocery staples.

If you are indeed committed to lowering food prices, we stand ready to work with you. Last year
we put forward several recommendations for executive action to lower food prices by
encouraging competition and fighting price-gouging at each level of the food supply chain.'®
Specifically, we recommended (1) encouraging the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) and U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) to prohibit exclusionary contracting by dominant firms in the
food industry, making it harder for major retailers and food brands to shut out smaller suppliers
and drive up prices at smaller stores,'” (2) encouraging the FTC to issue guidance on potential
violations of the Robinson Patman Act and Section 5 of the FTC Act within the food industry
and take enforcement action where merited, (3) working with USDA to increase the number of
government contract recipients that are very small businesses and to ensure that government
contracting consider the long-term costs of food sector consolidation, (4) helping the Department
of Justice (DOJ) and FTC scrutinize, and where appropriate, block mergers and acquisitions in
the food and agricultural sectors, (5) encouraging DOJ to prosecute actors in the agricultural and
food sectors for price-fixing and other anticompetitive behavior, and (6) directing the
Commodities Futures Trading Commission (CFTC) and FTC to form a joint task force to
investigate food price manipulation throughout the supply chain.

Americans are looking to you to lower food prices. In 2024, 94 percent of Americans said they
were very or somewhat concerned about the cost of food and consumer goods.'® A majority of
people who voted for you shared that inflation and the economy was the most important for them
in the election.'” About 9 in 10 voters were very concerned about the cost of food and groceries
and are counting on you to help them.? Instead of working to lower their grocery bills however,
you have used the first week of your administration on attempting to end birthright citizenship,
pardoning individuals who attacked the U.S. Capitol on January 6, and renaming a mountain.'
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We urge you to make good on your campaign promise to lower food prices for American
families. Therefore, we ask that you respond to this letter with additional clarity on your plans to
lower food prices, including whether you will commit to the actions outlined above to help

American families.
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Member of Congress
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