Congress of the TUnited States
TdHashington, BDE 20510

January 13, 2020

President Donald Trump

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We write in regards to your declaration of a federal emergency in Puerto Rico following
several earthquakes, including a 6.4-magnitude quake, which struck the island beginning on
Saturday, December 28, 2019.! 2 In order to provide as much assistance as possible, as quickly as
possible, to the people of Puerto Rico, we urge you to immediately waive Puerto Rico’s local
cost-sharing requirement by setting the federal cost-share at 100% for Public Assistance aid
administered by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).

Well before Hurricanes Irma and Maria devastated Puerto Rico and its millions of
residents in 2017, Puerto Rico suffered from a debt crisis, with the island already struggling
under the weight of more than $70 billion in debt.’ * The island’s debt has complicated disaster
response and reconstruction from the 2017 hurricanes, and we remain concerned that a 25% local
match required for necessary Public Assistance funding will be a barrier in responding to the
urgent needs of Puerto Rico and its residents.

News reports documented the federal government’s failure to adequately respond to the
2017 natural disasters.” According to one report “[FEMA] failed to properly prepare for [the
2017] hurricane season and was unable to provide adequate support to hurricane victims in
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Puerto Rico.”® Reports also demonstrate that the federal government has failed to disburse all of
the aid promised afier Hurricane Maria to help the island recover.” As of November 2019, the
federal government has “disbursed about $14 billion in aid to Puerto Rico, out of an estimated
$91 billion that will be needed over the next two decades.”® As Puerto Rico faces new challenges
in the wake of these strong earthquakes, the federal government must not stand in the way of
Puerto Rico’s recovery.

Under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, you have the
discretionary authority to adjust the cost-share,” which you exercised when you adjusted the cost-
share for Puerto Rico for certain disaster assistance activities after Hurricane Maria.!® We urge
you to again adjust the cost-share to a 100% federal share for Puerto Rico to help the island
respond and recover. Without quick action to adjust the cost-share, Puerto Rico may be unable to
receive or be delayed in receiving critical assistance needed to make emergency repairs to public
facilities and infrastructure.

Sincerely,
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Eligabeth Warren Nydia Velazquez o
Unfited States Senator Member of Congress

BT

~Bénnie G. Thompson ¥
Member of Congress
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