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October 23. 2019

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker of the House
United States 1-louse of Representatives
H-232, U.S. Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy
Minority Leader
United States House of Representatives
1-1-204, U.S. Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Speaker Pelosi. Minority Leader McCarthy
Schumer:

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader
United States Senate
S-230, U.S. Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Charles Schumer
Minority Leader
United States Senate
S-221, U.S. Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20510

Majority Leader McConnell. Minority Leader

We write today to express our strong support for the Community Health Center Fund (CFICF). and
the funds it provides to Community Health Centers (CI-ICs) and the National Health Service Corps
(NHSC). It is essential that these vital programs receive strong and long-term funding at the levels
outlined in FIR. 194315.962, the Community Health Center and Primary Care Workforce
Expansion Act.’ AdditionaLly, we urge you to provide strong funding levels for the Teaching Health
Center Graduate fvledical Education (THCGME) program. We believe that Congress must
immediately secure additional funding for these critical public health programs and urge swift
action before November21 to ensure continuous access to medical training and health care services
for all who need it.

CHCs, Tl-ICGME, and NHSC have long enjoyed bipartisan support and play crucial roles in
delivering primary and preventive health care to America’s most underserved and vulnerable
communities. Avoiding a funding lapse is vital for CHCs, which serve 28 million patients, including
over 350,000 veterans, over 8 million children, and 1.4 million homeless patients, in thousands of
rural, urban, and frontier communities nationally.2 CHCs also employ more than 220,000 people
across the country. produce nearly $55 billion in economic activity, and saves our health care
system more than $24 billion per year.3 In addition, they help patients access healthy and
affordable foods, housing support. and transportation assistance, and they are critical to the health
and wellbeing of children and adolescents. They have also been on the front lines of the opioid
epidemic, providing substance use disorder and mental health treatment to patients in need.
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The 56 Teaching Health Centers around the country, meanwhile, support more than 700 medical
residents currently training to provide healthcare sen’ices to an estimated one million patients
annually in undersen’ed rural and urban communities. Over 80% of residents training in a teaching
health center did so in a medically undersen’ed or rural community.4 Additionally, the NHSC
places thousands of medical professionals in the highest need areas of our country so they can
provide primary medical, dental and mental and behavioral health services in undersen’ed
communities. These scholarships and loan repayment programs allow clinicians to provide care to
more than II million people across the country? Together, these programs serve as a crucial supply
line to meet our nation’s growing demand for primary care physicians.

Less than two years ago, Congress voted overwhelmingly to extend and increase funding for these
three public health programs as part of the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 and Consolidated
Appropriations Act of 2018.6 Now that the deadline is upon us again, we must act to provide a five-
year extension of the Community Health Center, Teaching Health Centers Graduate Medical
Education, and National l-lealth Service Corps programs. We urge you to provide strong funding
increases over time — like those envisioned in I-I.R. l943/S.962, the Community l-lealth Center and
Primary Care Workforce Expansion Act. This will afford our health centers the predictability and
stability they need to train and recruit providers, purchase equipment, expand services available to
patients, and plan strategically to meet the current and future needs of patients.

We appreciate your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Ayanna Pressley Elizabeth Warren Bernard Sanders
Member of Congress nited States Senator United States Senator
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Lauren Underwood ii my Got ez D ight Evans
Member of Congress Mem ngress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Bobby Sco I Anthony G. Brown Zoe,tC$g

Member of Congress Member of Congress Membek$ gress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress

cy McBath t M. Grijalva Lisa Blunt Rochester
Member of Congress Member of C gr s Member of Congress
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Darren Sow Pramila Jayapal Max Rose
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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_____

Lori Trahan Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress Member of Congress

3



AD G&&-?

Yvette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

Karen Bass
Member of Congress

Member of C ngress

a
David E. Price

Member of Congress Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

44,
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ember of Congress

Danny4(. Davis
Membe9f Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

Peter Welch
Member of Congress

Member f Congress

Member of Congress

Sheila Jacksci$ Lee
Member of Congress

U4bby L. Rush Tern A. Sewell
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Marcia Fudge 0
Member of Congress

Alcee L. Hastings Bill Foster
Member of Congress Member o Congress

Gregorio K. Camacho Sablan
Member of Congress
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Ro Khanna

Member of Congress

Josep P. Kennedy TI
Member of Congress
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Member of Congres Member of Congress Member of Congress

arc Veasey
Member of Congress

Al Green
Member of Congress

Member of Congress

Donald M. Payne, Jr. Alan Lowenthal Vicente Gonzalez
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress

Raja Krishn&moorthl
Member of Congress

ames E. Clyburn
Member of Congress

Alexandria Ocasio Cortez
Member of Congress

John Lewis
‘ember of Congress
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A. Donald McEachin Ann Mc a e Kuster
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Bonnie Watson Coleman

Member of Congress

Dma Titus
Member of Congress
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Bennie Thompson Barbara Lee ulsi Gabbard

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress

Filemon Vela
Member of Congress

Member of Congress
Gilbert R.Cisneros, Jr.
Member of Congress

Cedric L. Richmond
Member of Congress
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/esüs G. “Chuy” G Rosa L. DeLauro
Member of Congress Member of Congress

%oa 4d2cvwx
Alma S. Adams

Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson Brenda Lawrence
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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United States SenatorUnitcd Sta es Senat

Kirsten Gillibrand Kyrsten Sinema
United States Senator United States Senator

Richard J. Durbin
United States Senator Unitc s Senator
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United States Senator Stes Senator
Richard Blumenthal —
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